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opposed to people who feel entitled to more than others or to some sort of supplemental something-extra—we feel we're having a tiny victory. Many of us live in cities that are less than perfect.We walk around on sidewalks that are not perfectly level and roads that don't have perfectly low speed limit signs.We carpool, walk the dog, or jigsaw, or
knit baby booties.People born before the public education reforms of the 1970s had less freedom to choose the subjects to study in school than people born after that reform.Today's free market in education, research, and recreation has most of its successes in the field of novelty. If you've got a problem and you want to be cured, there are a
thousand successful drug companies that will knock you out for the low, low price of a couple of hundred thousand.People born after the reforms of the 1970s have a better chance of making a living than people born before that. We live in a country that gives every citizen a full, square meal every single day, and a safe place to sleep at night, and
a job if they wish it.The things we make have emotional meaning for everybody.We share ideas and dreams, and we share the fear of being crushed by the jagged edge of a mountain in a storm.We share "little ole me" with our children and our friends.That's a hard part of being human. The things I own do not come close to having the emotional
meaning to my children and my friends that the things that I've made have.It would take hundreds of thousands of pieces of physical stuff to have half the emotional meaning that the things I've made have. There is no "extra" stuff. A.k.a., "stuff that is not part of a life that is at least partly shaped by the efforts of other people and by many
different complicated interactions of humans over generations." Part of the normal life that the vast majority of us are lucky enough to live includes a decent job, clean water, and food, a warm and comfortable home, medical care, education for our children, a life free 6d1f23a050
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