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download mp3,.A new poll has found that a majority of Americans strongly favor the legalization of
marijuana, as well as the distribution of the drug to users through state-sponsored programs.
According to a poll commissioned by Gallup, which was recently featured in the Washington Post, 61
percent of Americans support the legalization of cannabis, and another 24 percent support
“decriminalization” — the removal of marijuana from the federal Schedule 1 list of controlled
substances. ADVERTISEMENT Seventy-five percent of Americans said the federal government should
not “interfere in decisions about personal drug use by adults,” while 67 percent said that “marijuana
should be legalized and regulated like alcohol.” Moreover, only 12 percent of those polled said they
support the federal government prosecuting marijuana users. During his State of the Union speech
on Tuesday, President Obama mentioned the “wide open spaces” on the west coast, and the need to
balance efforts to control a massive influx of undocumented immigrants with the need to crack down
on the production of marijuana. “We don’t need to spend billions more on militarizing our southern
border,” Obama noted. “We don’t have to keep hiring more border patrol agents and copying the
Department of Defense’s failed stopgap military strategy.” The president went on to say that
“instead, we should be using those dollars to finally pass a law that lets the Department of Homeland
Security’s Office of Intelligence and Analysis start tracking where people are going after they get
here,” a reference to the Secure Communities program, which has led to the deportation of an
estimated 500,000 immigrants. ADVERTISEMENT The new Gallup survey found that 51 percent of
respondents approve of the way Obama handled his recent one-hour address to Congress, while 41
percent disapprove. A majority of Americans — 53 percent — also said Obama was “more honest”
than Congress on the issue of immigration, while only 40 percent said he was “less honest.” The
Gallup poll surveyed 1,014 adults nationwide on Wednesday and Thursday. ADVERTISEMENT
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